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PLT Title 

Non-Fiction Informational writing in Kindergarten 
 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

The kindergarten children at Burbank began by looking at informational non-fiction books, identifying non-fiction 
text features.  Working on small groups they conducted research about one animal.  Individually they wrote at least 
one non-fiction text feature.   
 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Brenda Johnston * Burbank kindergarten 

Wendy Pellegrine Burbank kindergarten 
 
PLT SMART Goal  

We will improve students’ writing in the area of expository (non-fiction) writing using the 6 Traits of Writing 
model. Given a topic students will research and then write a report, containing a minimum of three facts.  
 

 
Key Actions 

 

1. Developed Goal and PLT Charter 
2. Previewed several writing resource books, identifying ideas and or lessons to implement or modify. 
3. Identify 4  writing ideas and write lessons for implementation 
4. Create graphic organizer for children to use 
5. Revise lessons/graphic organizer and implement first lesson  (Using Illustrations to Convey 

Meaning)with students 
6. Discuss results of lesson, revise lesson 
7. Implement 2nd lesson (Using a Graphic Organizer – teacher modeling) with students 
8. Create a list of on-going “mini-lessons” or “teachable moments”  regarding reading, writing, and non-

fiction books 
9. Discuss results, revise lessons 
10. Implement 3rd lesson (Independent Use of Graphic Organizers) with students 
11. Discuss results, revise lesson 
12. Preview non-fiction books provided by Language Arts Dept. and Science Dept. , discuss options for 

using them with the children 
13. Review Non-Fiction writing curriculum by Hoytt, select lessons in which to implement 
14. Create animal selection sheet 
15. Implement Hoytt lessons, discuss and revise as needed 

 
 

 



Findings  

 

We had to refine our graphic organizer several times- keeping it as simple as possible while allowing for 
maximum use. 
 
Repetition is the key.  It is important to constantly revisit aspects of each lesson.  Ideally this repetition 
should come during “teachable moments” during other lessons, thus building connections to other curricula 
areas for the children.  
 
It is best to break lessons into small bites, adding onto them slowly.   
 
Having multiple copies of the same book allowed for small group direct instruction. 
 
We chose to configure groups in different formats, by reading/writing level or mixed level groups. Both 
formats were successful but adaptations had to be made based on student performance level.  
 
The children were very eager and engaged in the research as well as the writing of their non-fiction papers.  
Several students asked if they can research other topics.  
 
Students knew significantly more information about their animal than they were able to convey through 
writing.  
 
The children were so invested in and proud of their work that they asked for the opportunity to share the 
information with classmates and their “big buddies.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 

Share across grade levels, gather feedback and revise lessons as needed 
 
Purchase more animal books for the children use for research.  These books should include at least 3 reading 
levels. 
 
 Develop opportunities for students to complete other research projects on topics of their own choosing. 
 
Create additional lesson(s) allowing students to demonstrate knowledge of other non-fiction research 
through varies avenues such as dioramas, posters, sculptures, models, oral reports, etc.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


